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BULGARIA HAS A FINE ARMY

(& WHILE TURKEY'S I8 IN A MEAS-
f ' URE DISORGANIEZED.
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was in better oondition. Turkey, on
the other hand, is in the midst of changes
in military “adminietration and system
and her army appears to worse advantage

even in the days of ‘corruption and
ieMclensy preceding the Young Turk

i reviews the past twenty years
- higtory of her army with pride. The
officers display with swelling chests
troops that have been whipped into what
many Buropean military experts declare
to beé one of the model armies of the world.
They have no hesiténcy in permitting
& stranger to witness drills, examine
i aocoutreniénts and arms and inspéct
" barracks. Pictures of troops in action,
‘of favorite companies and prominent
! 850 the most conspioucusly dis-
played. photogriphs in the shops. The
principal club of Sofia is the Military
Club, in’'the afternoofis and evenings
it is orowded with smart looking, well
dressed officers, who discues with pride
- the superiority of their army to that of
their neighbors, and assert their reddiness
for war ‘with Turkey, which they con-
" sider Bulgaria's hereditary enemy. It
i was a.grogp of such enthusiasts who
1 Mﬂ in the advent of the decla-
ration éf war the mareh tb Constantinople
Wi be merely a promenade.
gL - Turks seemed to wish to forget |
(% the recent history of their army,” said |
L an American’ who =as the guest
* of & Turkish officer had peen allovkd to
witness the drilling of troops on the plains
near Adrianople. “One of the first acts |
" of the present Government was to dismiss
" to their homes all soldiers who had served
~ their three years under the colors, a course
L. in miarked contrast to the arbitrary rule
of the former palace favorites who re-
i2ined men in theservice as long as they
‘- d foroe them to remain. As a result
fotive army is now composed of re-

ost of the troops that I saw were un-
ping elementary instruction and they
i\ swarmed over the parade grounds
. | squads, mounted and unmounted,
{ Jéarnithg to ride and to march. The men
seemed slow to learn, dull and ignorant,
s officers were alert end energetic,

to me that their own
their profession was not

per obnt, of the conscripts
, and while the officers to
eome extent were educated men, they
Aweére lacking in practical military train.
&m is one of the greatest
A of the Turkish army, first of all
mg the rank and flle.

. is plenty of good material, but

the training is not up to date, and without
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that scientific training which has Hecome
necessary on a modern battlefield, the
couraga and patience %ith which every
one who knows the Turkish soldier will
admit he is endowed, are useless.

“I was struck with the way things were
done under the old order by seeing in a
gun park a hundred or more Krupp quick-

three years before, yet they had never

hen they first arrived.

musketry or artillery field préctice, and
thus the stores of ammunition that were
bought at the same time spoiled or were
wasted in the arsenals, Now, these fine
guns, and they are really such, are being
put into ocondition, foreign instructors
in their use have been engaged and a plot
of ground for artillery fleld practice has
been secured. !

“One of the officers put the matter thus:
‘We_have no lack of guns, ammunition
or men. What we want is the practical
training that was denied us under the for-
mer.Government. And we shall have it,
for wé know and feel the need of it,
Everything is in disorder and confusion
pow, but wait for a few months and you
shall see a wonderful improvement.'”

The Bulgarians have a passion for edu-
cation. A remark that you may often
hear quoted in army circles is that of
Marshal Oyama, who said after the battle
of Mukden that the victory was “a triumph
of Japanese education.”

! The Bulgar is a slow minded fellow, but
he is not illiterate, and under the influence
of military Lraining he is more easily

made into. a modern soldier than the
Turk. The Military School at Sofia is
admirably equipped and has been turning
out efficient young officers, One of the

|sights on which the Bulgarian capital

who have seen him in the military man-'
muvres have remarked hie sturdiness
and hia capadity for hard work, In fact
the Bulgarian foot soldier works harder
than almost any other European soldier,
for his term of service is nominally but
two years, and out of that must come a
time allowance for planting and harvest-

firlng guns for both horse and fleld artil- | prides itself is a review of the cadet oorps, |
lery. The pieces had been issued to the !a body of about 1,000 as smart looking |
artillery branch of the service almost young officers as you might see anywhere. | above the average of similar Furopean
| bodies. To repel King Milan's invasion
t«-n used except for a few trial shots the same as that of West Point or of the | in 1885 the army had to be transferred at
{best of the European military schools,

. “The Sultan had always denied per-|and the institution is under the close | Servian frontier.
mission to the officers to engage in either | supervision of the War Minister, as well | regimenta made a foreed march of nearly
In these |

| The curriculum of the school is much

tas of Czar Ferdinand himself.
{ respects the school at Sofia has been in
imarkml contrast to the military college
| at Constantinople,

. There the study of chemistry was
| prohibited by the Sultan because an an-
| archist who knew something of, the science
'thnw a bomb at him, and the chief of
the army corps staff said that he had
never visited the school, giving as his
reason that if he had done so he would
have been denounced by the Sultan as a
spy and as a meddler with matters that
did not concern him,

The principal branch of the service of
both the Turkish and Bulgarian armies
is the infantry, The endurance and
patience of the Turkish infantryman have
been remarked by all who have seen him
in the field or have witnessed ‘the long
and tedious marches that he has made
poorly equipped and poorly provisioned.
But the Bulgarian infantryman is ocer-

lt«ainly not behind in these respects. Those

ing his crops. .
His marching power is really considered

short notice from the Turkish to the
To do this infantry

sixty miles in twenty-six hours beforé
attacking the enemy.

The cavalry branch of the Turkish
army has always been considered ex-
coedingly picturesque, but the value of
the greater part of it in modern war-
fare is problematic, made up as it is of
Kurds and other half civilized tribes of
Asiatics, These troops are all natural
horsemen, and they come to their drille
mounted on small, hapdy, country bred
horses. But in spite of their perfect
horsemanship the Turkish officers have
never been able to make them amenable
to military diecipline. They still remain
more showy than useful.

The principal cavalry of the Bulgarian
army is Czar Ferdinand's Guard Regi-
ment. It has three squadrons during
peace, two being mounted with Hun-
garian horses and the third with horses
bred at the Government stud statious.
As Ferdinand takes a personal interest
in this corps the barracks, the riding hall
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and the stables, as well as the uniforms
and equipments of the men, are all upon
modeéls of the best that he has found
throughout Europe.

The armiss of both countries are
recruited by conscription: Practically
the whole of the male population of Bul-
garia is drawn upon. The Turks, on
the contrary, place the burden of mili-
I tary duty entirely upon the Moslems

Since there are in Europe only about
1,750,000 Moslems, a very large part of
the army must be drawn from the Asiatic
provinces., This weakness is one of the
points that the new régime intends to
ocorrect, It proposes to extend con-
scription to the whole European popula-
tion of the Ottoman Empire, thus giving
nearly 7,000,000 people to draw from.

In Bulgaria 80,000 young men annually
reach the age of 21, and of these about
24,000 are taken for the full peace color
service. This period is nominally threa
years for the cavalry and artillery and
two years for the infantry

After they have finished their service
under the colors the men are kept in the
reserve for eighteen years. After leaving
the reserves they are passed into the land-
wehr for six years and are considered
available material for prolonged cam-
paigns. A recent estimate by an Austrian
authority, whioch seems to be verified by
actual oconditions, gives the number of
men serving with the colors and on the re-
serve as 380,000. /There are about 60,000

are without any military organization.
Liability to military service in Turkey
extends over twenty-five years. The con-
v &

of the landwehr, but in time of peace they |

acript is taken at the age of 31 to sef've for
three years ib the active army, then
six years in the reserve of the active army.
At the expiration of that time he passes
for nine years into the reserve army and
finally for five years into the landsturm.

About 70,000 young men are taken an-
nually for color service of the 100,000 or
| more young Moslems who come up for
conscription. The German officers who
llmve been drilling the Turkish troopse
!make the number of n.vnilpble fighting
| men under this system of service as fol-
|lows: Active army, 260,000; reserve of
| active army, 120,000; reserve army, 630,000;
landsturm, 90,000; total, 1,100,000.

The mobilization of the Bulgarian
army can b4 Accomplished ~much more
easily and speedily than the Turkish.
The Bulgarian territory is divided {oto
nine districts, - with headquarters at
strategical points.

Eaoh division has two brigades of in-
fantry and one artillery regiment of nine
batteries. A cavalry regiment is included
in the quota of the first six divisions, All
the divisions have a full complement
of administrative, olerical and medical
staffs. The war strength of each division
is placed at 20,000, making & total of
180,000, with 4,000 cavalry and 450 guns.

Then besides ‘there are a separate
cavalry division and certain troops,
which would bring the m
of the Bulgarian army in the field to 210,-
000, with 7,000 cavalry and 800 guns.
There would still remain 170,000 fully
trained reservists and the 60,000 landwehr
men available to fill casualties and to
form supplementary forces. The Bul-
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garian officers declare that this foroe
can be conoentrated upon any point of
the frontier within ten days of the mobili-
zation order. /

In Turkey the conscripts are brought
‘to Europe to serve their time with the
colors and then return to their homes as
reserves. When the time for mobiliza-
tion comes it would be necessary to
transfer them to Europe in order to get
the full war strength.

Mobilization in any country of the
extent of the Turkish Empire would under
such conditions be difficult, but it is
made particularly hard by the insuf-
ficlent methods of communication be-
tween the Asiatio and European portions
of the empire. A typical instance of
what this would mean is cited by an au-
thority as follows:

The reservists, of the Sixty-ninth
Infantry Regiment, quartered at Metro-
vitza, wou
a distance of 500 miles as the crow flies.
The route taken would be on foot to

thenoe by rail to Metrovitza.

Europe could be even partially mobilized

strength. At the beginning of a cam-
paign Turkey would consequently have
to depend entirely on its peace army.
This acoounts for the fact that so large
a foroe, about 150,000, is kept under arms
in Europe. i A
“As for the rank and file of the Bulgarian
army,” said a military authority; “the men
on the whole are a useful looking lot, who
seem to be as tough as loat&er. ::):i on
ade r fit to do anything go
ap:ryvho:f.p’;‘hom is no doubt that they
think they are more than a matoh for the
Turks,
“They have this on theé word of forelgn
military attachés, who declared to them
that if they had gone to war with the

have heen a pretty even one, wheread
now there is a big balance of probability
in favor of the Bulgar

"The Turkish army will be feeling the
offects of reorganization for a long time
to come. In spite of the German officers’
efforts the army is a quarter of a century
behind the times, while its fighting value
is lower than it has ever previously been
in the history of the Ottoman Empire.

*“Thirty of palace rule has worked
incaloulable havoo. Dismantled fortif«
cations, empty arsenals, starved depart«
ments, untrained troope—this is what
meets the eye on all sides.”
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 QURKBY INVITES CAPITAL

i
' A FRESH FIELD OPENED FOR
i ' AMERICAN ENERGY.

The Yoang Turks Look to ihe United
States for Help In Developing the
‘" Hesources of Their Country—O0id
System of Corruption Declared Dead.

‘ i
& CONSTANTINOPLE, Sept. 22.—Among the

# " many political changes of an interna-
tional character which have been brought
about by the unexpected change of Gov-
t in Turkey there is oneé that may
= work peauliarly to American advantage.
" Previously closed to all intents to Amer-
% joan entexprise, Turkey will now welcome
N Sl and capital from the United States
' and will grant valuable concessions, I

. am

§

told, to all honest investors from

the Atlantic.

5 Partioylarly advantageous to American
" ompitalists is the fact that they belong to
: eountry kpnown to have no political

intérests or territorial ambitions in the

A statement to this

3

mittee of Union and Progress, the present
diptators in the land.
The announcement—made unofficially

s consultation with his colleagues—was not
"~ ,eutirely unsolicited; it came in answer to

. & qu n as to whether an application
. for a way concession would be wel-
. oom the Turkish Government at
@ this ent. And it was also stated

that not only in railways but in invest-
' ments of all kinds Amerioand capital is
. barpestly desired, the Young Turks be-
Heving that the benefit will be not only
direot but aleo in the secondary way of

bt by a member of the committee after

of civilizing institutions. Their work—
I use their own argument—is primarily
one of education, and of the immediate,
quick education of several millions of
people, who are likely to ask within a
year: “What has this Constitution done
for the country?” [

Ignorant, from the determined sup-
preesion of echools by the old régime and
puverty stricken to a degree, the great
masses of the people naturally expect
somo marcerial and immadiate ndvantage
to accrue from the experiment with a
| Western form of government. Many
: of them, the great illiterate majority, do
| not Kknow what a constitution means and |
are still devout in their one law, devotion |
to the Pacisha, whose old Ministers, they |
believe, were guilty of deceiving him, |

Their education, the first necessity of |
the proposed reforms, must begin with
an actual, tangible betternent of their
condition. Many of the Young Turks,
the leaders of them, know that the
country without capitalists, without en-
gineers, with few men of experience and
success in any line of organization, and
with an almost bankrupt treasury, can
do little in the way of improvements for
| many years to come, and it will be found |
necessary to throw open the doors to
honest European and American investors |
generally.

Printing presses and all printing ma-
chinery as a beginning have not only
been struck off the list™of things denied
entrance to the country, but according
to a notice from the Sublime Porte dis-
tributed broadoast are now allowed to
come In entirely free of duty. In conse-
quence of this mushroom journals have
sprung up so rapidly that recently they
have had to apologize for the poor qual-
ity and the size of their paper, having
drained southeastern Europe temporar-
lly of its stock. " e

Of course there have been some serious

or assisting to assure the in-
% the ampire.
3 |hh', the ocontinuance of the
Tuse' success depends almost
on the Immediate

installation }

abusés of the liberty of the press, but
| the Young Turks, except for remonstrat-
| Ing with the editors, have let them alone,
declaring that the free publication of

papers, even if they create serious con-
troversies, will inspire the people to learn
how to read and to write.

The matter of education by the press will
| take care of itself. In that of enlighten-
| ment by Western engineers a beginning
| has been made by securing the servioes
| of Sir William Willcox, the famous British
| engineer, who did so much in the way of
| reclaiming the valley of the Nile. His
| choice is also in American favor, as Bir

William &8 known to appraciate tha hnat.
| ling qualities of American contractors.
‘j To Mr. Leishman, the American Ambasaa-
dor, Sir Willlam said recently: *“Your
engineers make the dirt iy and I hope
we shall have some of them here.”

The needs of this country are ines-
timable. As pointed out in a prospectus
handed to the first Ameri oapitalist
to arrive sinoe the proclamation of the

| Constitution, there is room for the invest-

ment of millions upon millions of dollars.
In Constantinople there is need for tram-

| ways, where only some few miserable

horse cars now run; there are no ®lectric

| lights, no telephones, little sewerage and

drainage, not even a fire brigade, hand
pumps still being used,

And these are also the requirements
of every city in the Empire. Throughout
the country rallways, telegraphs, irriga-
tion systems, harbors and river improve-
ments and many other works are in grave
demand. .

The grain products of the rich plains of
Syria are now unmarketed because there
is no feasible way of bringing them over
the mountains of the Maeaditerranean
coast; carpets, spices and such waluable
things alone warranting. the expense of
costly transportation by mule and camel.
Mineral dey.osits—already discovered and
marked out by explorers are lying almost
without exception in unbroken ground,

Tobacco, cotton, grain, wine, fruits and
rich woods from the timber forests are
produoced only in & primitive fashion, in
hardly a tenth of the quantity the country
will yleld. This New Turkey Is in short

T

a virgin field for the engineer, the mer-
ohant and the investor,

Nor have Amercans been slow to
recognize the opportunities now open to
them. Already not only has a railway
franchise been applied for but an Ameri-
can company is competing with a Swiss
concern for a telephone condession for
Constantinople, and an electric light and
general improvement cothpany, with
American oapital, is, I may say, being
formed,. American archmologists too are
already arriving.

Under the old régime, as [ have indi-
cated, our people have been uuable to
| do much in this country. Concessions
for us were almost impossible, while
trade, except to some extent thatin
tobacco, went and came in British bot-
toms via Great Britain.

Austria, Germany and Great Britain
supplied most of the manufactured goods
sold in the bazaars, but Britain was out
of it, as was Amerioca, in obtaining con-
cessions from the Sultan, while Germany
{and France secured the Government's
| orders for arms and ammunition,

Constantinpple has been a hotbed of
corruption,  Concession#® cost money,
blood and political influence. The money
went to the Bultan's favorites. The un-
fortunate native Christians paid the gost
in blood. The influence necessary was
ships of war sent in deflance of the ships
of those nations which would long ago
have regulated Turkey.

But the Young Turks have come w
power and things have changed, There
will be, we are told, no more contraots
given to high bidders and no more valu-
able railway conocessions granted with
kilometric guarantees.

The roads already oonstructed are
generally assured by the Turkish Govern-
ment of annual revenues aoccording to
the number of kilometers they ocover,
and an _indleation of the outrageous
amounts of some of these subventions is
o bo‘m:nd experienced in travelling
throu oountry by the sigrag routes
which the lines take between thelr tes-
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mini, sometimes almost doubling back
in order to make the number of kilo-
meters covered the utmost possible. In
future, the Young Turks say, though
many who know the Turks doubt, that
bribery will be necessary, and kilo-
metric guarantees will be given anly in
the case of railways chiefly strategically
built through ocountry which will not
otherwise warrant roads.

There are some scandals about the
way in which the Germans obtained first
placs in this market 1 hardly like to
oall them more than scandals. Charges
Magainst them of selling the lives of Ar-
menians and Bulgarians are made by the
most emlightened of the Young Turks.

For opposing England on several oo-
casions when reforms would have saved
the lives of countless of the Christian
subjects of the Sultan the Germans re-
ceived vast orders for arms and conces-
sions such as no other nation has ever
been able to obtain, The visit of the
German Emperor to Constantinople, where
he was the guest of Abdul Hamid after
the slaughter of 8,000 Armenians in cold
blood in the streets, supported the Sul-
tan morally, gave him strength in the
eyes of his own people and against Great
Britain, enabling him to oontinue the
slaughter, which went on in spells up
to ten weeks ago. And by this support
of the Turk .the Emperor William ge-
ocured for Germany the famous Bagdad
railway concession with that conoes-
sion means:

It is a tremendots thing, this conces-
slon, secufing the exclusive administra~
tive control for Germany of a consider-
able stretch of land on either side of the
road. It carries a kilometrio guarantee
which, it is said, would pay a profit to
the Germans if they did not run & train,
It yields the right of controlling water-
ways of irrigating lands and utilizing
valuable foresta.

The German Embassy here, while per-
potually proclaiming that Germany had
nq territorial ambitions in the pountry,
badt yet seen to it that Germam conces-
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sions everywhere were of such a charaoter
that should any breakup ocour the terri-
torial rights of the holders would be in-
contestible. Germany has got in here
as ghe and other countries have got into
Clina; the line of the Bagdad railway,
for example, marks out almost a sphere
of influence ’

But for the reason of Germany's in-
fluenoe with the old Government she is
out of favor with the new. The Young
Turks have no love for the Germans here,
|for they were the friends of the Su)tan
and the palaoce clique; they were first
{among the bribers of Izzet Pasha and the
Melhamée brothers, and they sought to
corrupt, so the charge goes, every Turk
who had any influence anywhere. This
secret fund, it is sajd, must have been
anormous.

In enumerating the territories saved
to the Empire by the ochange of Govern-
ment the Young Turks always include
Asia Minor or a part of it. Had thé old
Government continued, they say, Mace-
donia would have gone to Bulgaria, Albania
to lAustria and a part perhaps to Italy,
Armenia to the Russians, and Asia
Minor to the Germans. Naturally future
application for franchises by the Germans
will be scrutinized in the closest manner,
and all favors will go in preference to
investors of other nationalities.

Austria, too, is charged with having
bribed Abdul Hamid's régime with re-
laxed pressure for reforms in Mace-
donia, and even the French seem to have
been unable to withstand the temptation
to secure contraots for arms in the manner
of their Teuton enemy, until it came to
be that England alone pressed seriously
for good government in the Sountry and
a cessation of massacres., The old régime
oconsidered England its arch enemy because
the British Government of late years was
always first and mout eamest in further-
ing the cause of the oppressed Christian
peasants.

The new régime and the people have

»
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ways been the most sincere friend of the
Turk and that she desired better govern-
ment in Turkey only that Turkey might
not be tioned among other states. Be-
cause of this genersl feeing of friendli-
ness toward their old ally the Turks will
always give t first favors, no doubt,
to English applicants, but Americans will
hold second place.

I learn that the Navy Department or
Ministry Marine, as it is called, has
decided to adopt for the new navy course
here the system in vogue at Aunapolis,
which the Rritish Government has re-
cently come to adopt, This, of course,
does not mean very much,.for unless the
Turks secure foreign instructors they
cannot put the system into force, having
no capable seamen nor technical expects
among themselves; but it shows a desire
on the part of the new Government for
the best that any part of the world ie able
to supply. -

Robert College, the American institu-
tion on the Bosporus, has had to
away, I learn, nearly 200 applicants for
the new term which began this weel.
Sinco the inauguration of the new Govern-
ment not only native Christians, Bul-
garians, Armenians, Greeks and others
have applied for admission but also a
number of Musselmans, Hitherto the
college has had few of the last, because
the Government did not favor Twke
whose sons aspired to European en-
lightenment, The American girla’ school,
too, bas had to refuse applications, many
of them from Turkish girls.

The American missionaries, hampored
in every way under the old régime, are
now moving freely through the country.
Colporteurs of the Bible Bociety, formerly
hindered and annoyed at every turn,
their Bibles often confiscated, may now
show their testamenta even to faithful

aocclaimed England in an unmistakable
way, recognising that she indeed has al-

in Turkey, but who know the

are seri pessimistio, saying that this

?.u of things cannot ve. *The
oung are

country.” Moosn

Sultan four years ago the fight would -

have to come from Aidin,
Smyrna, thence by sea to Rodosto, from |
for | there by march route to Mouratll and

It is caloulated that six weeks would
be required before the Turkish army fn

by bringing the peace unit up to war




